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dynamic of all our actions, and the educator must take account
of them. How is he to do it? Without anticipating our more
general discussion of interest in education, we may say that,
even in intellectual matters, the emotions can by no means be
neglected. The teaching of mathematics, for example, if it is
to be successful, must make its appeal to the emotions of
wonder and positive self-feeling. But, further, one of the recog-
nized tasks of modern education is to deal with the feelings
directly, to instil a love of the beautiful, to foster appreciation
of art, literature, and music. We may fittingly close the,pre-
sent chapter with a few remarks on this important topic.
* Taste' is defined in the Oxford Dictionary as the *cfaculty of
discerning and enjoying beauty or other excellence, especially
in art and literature." Feeling is the most important element
in taste, although cognition and conation are by no means
absent. It is, perhaps, because of this that the notion of beauty
is so difficult to define. Some will have it that the beautiful
is only a matter of convention and fashion, but surely it is more
than this—something beyond ourselves, something absolute
which we can discern if we will. We have the power of recog-
nizing beauty when we see it, and a thing that is once beautiful
is always beautiful. The more one knows and loves music, for
example, the more one can say with confidence what is beauti-
ful in this sphere, and what is not; and one's opinion docs, as
a matter of fact, agree with that of other equally competent
critics.
How can we train children in this power to discern the
beautiful? Plato said: "We require to be trained from our
earliest youth to feel pleasure and pain at the right things.
True education is just that." We may profitably attack this
question from the threefold standpoint of affect, cognition, and
conation.
The affective aspect of training in taste is supremely im-
portant : we must train our pupils to feel aright. The work of
the teacher in this direction is mainly the provision of oppor-
tunities for the right exercise of feeling. He must put before
the child things which it is desired he should admire in litera-
ture, art, and music; further, he must keep from him, as far

